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Africans call 1960 he year of Afrloa, and they have good
reasons for thls. Tt is enough. to recall the events, to’ Took. ﬂ
over a complete set of newspapers, for 1960 and compare them with

precedlng years ln order to understand how 1mportant these reasons.;f.

are.,

took place under conditions of an aggravated. and to this time B
unflnished, struggle between two polltical trends Wlthln Came-
“roun 1tself. The whole world followed 1ts outcome W1th intense
1nterest. S

Ca o In the mlddle of the year the Republic cf the Congo attract-

ed the attentionof the world's publlc, here the 1mperiallsts';ﬂt'
had organized a conspiracy, trying to rev1ve coloniallsm by trans-'
ferrlng state power to their puppets.: :

' "On 23 September, the leader of the Soviet Delegation to the
X Session of the United Nations General Assembly, head .of 'the -
Soviet” government Ne S, Khrushchev, brought to the Assembly's -
attention the. declaratlon granting independence to colonial coun-
tries and peoples.' This initiative of the covernment of the USSR -
was met in Africa with the feeling of deep gratefulness to our.
socialist state and caused embarrassment and confu51on in the camp -
of ‘the colonialists. ' The discussion of the planned declaration

at the plenary sessions of the Genérdl Assembly wag. followed w1th B

great. 1nterest in all countries of the world,’ B
: " During the whole’ year Afrlcan affairs occup1ed a large'

place in “international political life. TFor the Africans themselves,l
1960 was a decisive year in the development of natlonal anti-im. .
perialistic revolution: if at the beginnlng, the ;map of the Afri. :

can contlnent ‘showed ten sovereign states, . then at the end there .
were 26 “3f at the beginning of the year the populatlon of S0="
verelgn states cemprised about 40 percent of the total popula-

'The year 1960 opened with the proclamatlon of independenoe L
of the eastern part of Cameroun, The transition of ‘Cameroun from - . -
the status of a subgugated territory to. that of a soverelgn state .




tion of the contlnent then at the end of the year it grew to 75
percent. B
Among . the -mosgt, important events of the past year it is ne
cessary to acknowledge ‘the proclamation of independenoe ‘of the Bri-
tish colony of Nigeria, the farthest evolution of the Franco-African
Association. and_the. granting. of independence. to the Belgian Congo.
The collapse ‘6f the British colonial system in tropieal’

Africa began in 1957 when Ghana gained the stdtis of a daminion.
Tt is & small country; the populatioh of Tharla, which was earlier
called the Gold Coast, comprises not more than’five percent of the
general population of the British colonies:in Africa,  But the tri-
umph of the national revolution in tiny Chana had an enormous sige
nificatice for all the African peoplés:’ it served as ‘the signal for
national revolution for all tropical Africa.

‘ Having made the first breach in the system of colonialism
in tropical Africa, and having given an example to other. peoples. .
Ghana took up.on' itself. the problem of widening the gap; of helps .
ing all ‘pecples ‘of Africa in ‘their struggle for independence. On .
the initiative of ‘the Prime Minister, the ‘present ‘Préesident of . Ghana
Kwame Nkrumah, the first conference of independent states of Africa '
and the first conference of the peoples of Africa took place in . .
1958; it is difficult to overcestimaté the siznificance of these .
events in the’ African peoples' struggle for independence, . . .

Speaking ‘of Ghana's’ role in the development ‘of ‘the: anti-impe-

rialistic movement in tropical Africa, one must not .pass over. another

remarkable, “historical event; ‘in 1960 Ghana was proclaiméd a . repuba

lic, and the British governor, representative of the British Crown,
having "gone there“for ‘the'first time in 1821, left ‘the' country. e
In the history ‘of ‘British’ oolonial policy in tropical Africa, an. -
incident so- deplorable for’ British imperialism had happened for the -
first time, .
But, nevertheless, it is nOW Ghana - thls mere five percent »

of the population of the African colonies of . Great’ Britain. Skill- j

fully maneuvering, the British imperialists were able to. preserve
their direct politlcal ‘rile over 69 million Afriéans; of these, 35
million were in Nigeria, "After India left’ the colonial system of .

1mper1a1ism, Nigeria mas’the strongest British colony,  .The. peoples i

of Nigerias long” and per31stently fought for their national indepen-

dence. " The British’ imperialists, leaning upon the support of feudalp

elements in Nigéria ‘itself, maneuvered, "passed one constitutional .
reform after another, and indiicéd a gplit in"the’ general Nigérian

national<liberation movement, trying with all their power to pre-ﬁ,*;

serve theéir colonial rule. ‘But under- the' pressure of 'the' ever-

growing people's moverent they had ‘to ‘Fetreat énd relinguish - the‘}f:ﬂ

colonial status. ' Now Nigeria is a sdvereign staté,  ‘The number of .

colonial slaves of British 1mperialism'immedietely declined bw'more ri

than 50 percent.._, A R e




, ngerla 's proclamation of independence’ practlcallg marks the
end of the direct rule of ‘the British imperialists 1n ‘Western Afrlca.
Three small terrltories remain under British power:" “Sierra Leone -
with'a populatloh of 1,767,000, Gambia with 275,000, and the wésteérn
pagt of Cameroun with 1 400 OOO Their fate w111 be dec ded 1n -
The reorganlzatlon of the Wranco-Afrrcan associatlon belongs
among the other 1mpertant events - of the past year, “‘The’ break-up
of the French colonial system in Africa begah ifi'Scuth.Africa in
1956 with the proc¢lamation of inaependence of Mdroceo ‘and Tunisia)’
which’ Compflsed 5y, percent of T Prignch coionlal territory in Africa._
Algerla and the territor =) 1ocaued to the south of the Shara com-
prised the basit mags of the French colonial posses51ena[ ‘The .French
colonialists’ started to use arms, and it is already the seventh '
year that they carry on this dirty colonial war, R

In order .to save their rule in the colonies to the south of '
the’ Sabara, the: COIOHI&lLSbS employed what tney thought was 'a clever
strategen, théy . declared the colonies states -- menbers of “the Franco=-
African asso»matlon, giving them an extremely limited- 1nternal auto-
nomy. They thought that they would be success:ul in dece1v1ng ‘the
people, but ‘their plan was ‘soon unmasked. Tbe Republic ‘of Guinea
rendered an invalugble service to the peoples of the French colo-
nies. The people of Gulnea, 1ed by the Democratic party, headed
by the présent. President of the Republic Sekou. Tourey durlng the
referendum of 28 September 1958, refused to join the Assoclatlon and
proclalmed the country a sovereign. state. - From that day oh it pro-
ceeded for. a. very. short: time -- but it turned out te'be enough —
to see w1th its. own eyes the aavantage of the status of dn inde- -
pendent ‘state over ‘that of an autonomous terrltory withiri“the frame~
work of the. A53001at10n. Guinea quickly appeared in' the: 1nternat10nal
politlcal arena as a sovereign state: it established’ dipIOmatlc re-
lations ‘with those countries it thought necessary, it was accepted
into the UN" and it conducts an: 1ndependent foreign’ pollcy, Whereas:”;
countries in the Association cannot take even one step w1thout the;
permission of the French govermment, o <

Guinea enters into economic agreements and receives credlts ‘
from’ those states it considers necessary, whereas countries of ‘the -
Association are forced to ask for alsm from Paris,” Guinea has = - =
worked out and is working out plans for reconstructlng theé national
economy in ‘accordance with its own naticnal needs, whéreas ceuntrlesv
of the Assoclatlon nust first aaant thelr economy to’ the needs of o
‘the French parent state. S

In genéral, the Reeubllc of Culnea obv1ous1y shcwed that "
havnng only won state soverelgnty, its peoples will be able to build
1life bv thelr own plans, and that autonomy granted by the 1mper1a-, ;
list power to. 1ts colonles ‘1s no more than the notor;ous mess of o
Pottawe. 7 : . : - e e



. In 1960 one after the other,. the African members of the

ASSOciation requested the French government to. grant them external .
'polltical sovereignty, that 1s, the right to Join the United Nations

and to establish direct diplomatic relations with other countries.«,
" . The. government of De Gaulle had to make the concession and. .
grant external political sovereignty to the membéers of the Assow:
ciation. . At.the XV Session of the Geheral Assembly, ten. former B .
French ‘colonies were admitted to the UN. [See NoteJe  ...i:, .
([Note] . Déhoney, Nigeéria, Upper. Volta, Ivory. Coast Chad;

Central ‘African Repﬁbllc, Congo, (with the cepital ‘at, Brazzaville), '
GabonS Renublic of Senegal; ahd. Republic of Mali. (the ‘former. French .
Sudan o
L However, the Association has not yet died~ 1t continues to
exist, and together with it are strong vestiges of colonialism e
which limit thé sovereigntv of the new states. The French govern.
ment has pressed a series of 1ncomplete agreements on these -states,
.attaching its own. conditions for the granting of external political
_.sovereignty. In eccordance with these agreements, . the, African
state members. of the Association put their military strength under
‘the control of the Géneral Staff of the French- government French
military bases are preserved. French armed forces can freely move .
over the’ territory of tnese states, and France reserves for 1tself
the excluSive right of arming and training their military forces. -
In other words, ‘the . African State members of the Association are .
dAn. actuality ohained to the. agﬂressive imperialist bloc as long as’
the armed forces of France itself fulLy depend on NATO and, SEATO....

’  France w1l; first of all ordér supplies of. strategic raw
material from these’ countrles for herself, In short, the economic .
~and financial aspects of the agreements allow TFrance to preserve
;An full her economic position. - "Included in these agreements are .

" numerous restrictions and . snares ‘which,. unfcrtunately, are, 1mpos- .
sible to examine in. full in the given article and which expose the -

real face and direction ‘of Frerich. neo-colonialism,g said the French
periodical : Cgh;ers ‘du_cormunisme, No 7-8,. July-August 1960 page'}n
1279, (Official Reports of Communism). : .

... And yet, 2ll this is still not 2n "Association," as General .
De Gaulle planned in 1958. Relations between France. ang .the mem-.;

bers of the Asséciation are now ‘founded on bilateral agreements ."of .
friendship ard’ cooperation," which allows the possibility of recon~ .
fsidering these relations and 11mit1nb independence from France.. )

Previously; the Senete and the Executive Council of the Association . .

could legally and actually expand within the Association by. their

own discretion, that is, by the discretion of the French colonialists.
Now,. the Senate is replaoed by a coneultative Inter-Parliamentary
Senate,’ and the Executive Council = by periocdically held confe~ ..
rences of ‘the heads .of the States and governments. The rate at -
which these vestiges of the colonial regime are 11quidated depends
first of all upon the peoples and governments of these countries.

<l




The Republic of Mali is an example of the situation that is taking
shape., * The government of Msli took an independent position on the
Algerian question, decidedly coming out in support of the govern-

ment of Fernat Abbas. The government of Maili immediately started .
on the road of economic and cultural cooperatlon with other states,
in particular with the Soeislist ones. .

Until 1960 the fundamental events of anLi—imperiallstlc re-,
volutlon in Africa showed themselves to the north of the equator, . .-
cutting the continent exaetly in Ralf; to the south Was the undla .-
vided dark land of bolonlallsm._- » o

At ‘the southern extremity of the con+1nent is the sovereign
state of the Union of - ‘Sotkh Africa. But this state was established
on African soil by Huropean colonialists. The aboriginal African
population of “the Union of :Seuth Africa experiences the very worst .
forms of colonial enslavement‘and is carrying on an exceptionally = - .
difficult fight for freedom.  In Africa to the south of the equator, -
the Union of South Af”lua serves as a bastion of imperialism and
colonialism,

Until 1960 the 1mper1allsts felt that they were stlll strong .
here., The peoples® movements in Kenya and Nyzsaland were cruelly N
supressed. - The colonialists hoped to calm the anger of the peoples L
of the Belgian Congo, which burst with enormous strength in Janva- .
ry of 1959, with constitutional reforms. Portugese colonies called
it the "zonal quiet." Tt seemed to the colonialists that they
would dominate this part of Africa for an even longer length. of _
time. But the events of 1960 overturned these plans: the. anthlm-
perialistic revolution expanded even to Central Africa. The Congo
is the richest storehcuse of various strategic raw materials.- Many
imperialist powers, in particular the USA, invested in the exploita-
tion of these natural resources. It is understandable why they
all are interested in preserving the c¢olonial regime there.. - _

The imperialisis thought that after granting the- Congo forma
independence, Belgium would be able to preserve its political and
economic control over the Republic of the Congo, that is, it would
be reduced to a "vassal sovereignty," as this form was called by
Kwame Nkrumsh in his speech at the XV Session of the General Sssembly
of the UN, However, the fallure of these estimates was shown in the
very flrst days of the Republict!s existence. The govermment of Iumumba,
reflecting the will of the people, ‘thought not of fictitious, but of-
real, actual independence., It followed the course of developing
bus1ness connectlons with all the countries of the world, includ-
ing the Socialist, and announced its intention of establlshlng .
control over the activities of foreign companies, ‘in order continually
to guard the country from prédatory exploitation. This caused alarm
in the camp of the imperialists, who had been.accustomed to robe
bing the country without restraint or centrol. .An international
conspiracy of imperialism was'set up-against the young state which
had not yet beén able even to. establish order on its own territory. .

.



. The events 1n the Congo are of great 1nternational signlfi. .
¢ance. Like ‘the” ray of the projéstor they brought attention to =~ .
the dark intenticns of the colohialists, their attempt to not admit
the w1dely popular anti-imperialistic rchlutlon in Africa, and to'
preserve’ that which’ still could be preserved as strong bases.of N
colonialism; The imperialists well know that the struggle with &
the peoples of “the Congq marks precltcally, more. thati the loss,
of their pos;.tion in' the country, from which they receive nieeded
strategit raw materials and high proflts. They know that’ the victory
of the anti-imperialistic revolution in the Congo will greatly '
influence the’ development of the liberation movements in all coune
tries of Central and South Afrlca- in Uganda and Tanganyika, Northern
Rhodesia and Angola. o o

. The ‘events in"the Congo have again shown that the ‘chief
eneny of the’ African peoples at this stage is the USA. The "anti-
colonialism" of the US: ‘imperialists is only a means for realmzing
their colonialistic schemes, 'The old forms of colonialism, cone
nected with the monopolistic political rule of European imperia-
listic powers, hlnder and restrain the expansion of the UDA on the
African contlnent. ‘Due to this, they do not mind’ making ‘a fuss
about the ueliness of the colonlal system gnd even’ giving some sup-
port to the natlonal-llberatlon movement countlng cn the fact that
in the conditions of free competition the richer g monqpolles will -
be able to crowd out their Buropean rivals and replace the decrepit -
European forms of colonial rule with new Amerlcan ones. However, _
experience shoits ‘that the US imperialists ‘come out agalnst the -
national-liberatlon movement every time it constitutes a threat to
the strategic ‘interest of the US4 (for example in Algeria), or when
the victory of the’ "hational revolution threatens to undermine the =~
foundations of US 1mperlallsm. They acted in this way in the Congo,
putting in. power UN- Sebretary;General FammerskJold as the chief of
the international plot of the imperialistic powers, -

The -events “in the Congo showed that the present structure
of the executive ‘organs 6f the UN are no longer in accordance with
the interests of thé’ World and the security of - the peoples must’ be
‘examined., The" dominance of ‘the imperialistic powers, mainly the -
USA, in the executlve organsof the UN led to the Security Councll's
ﬂresolutlon on the’ Congo not being accepted, UN troops being used
against the Tawal republican wovewnment. and the flag of this ine
ternational organization serving as a screen for the dirty intrigues
of the colonialists agaihst the Congo. TFor this very reason the
proposal of the Soviet delegetion ‘at the XV Session of the’ Genéral
" Agsembly - concerning the re-exanlnatlon of the structure of the UN
executive organs was- actlvely euppcrted by the delegations from the
statas of Africa’ and Asia, e

Summlng up tlie develcpment of " the antl-amperiallstlc revo-
1ut10n 1n Afrlca 1n 1960 one must not pass OVer the questlon of

B




trusteeship territories. Until 1960 there were six.states on the
African’ continent under internatlonal wardship: the two Camerouns:
(the’ western «= British and the eastern - French), Togo, Somall,f
Tangdnyika, and Ruanda-Urundii The imperialist states, bringing’
about ﬁbis wardship with the consent of the UN, did not fulfill
their: obilgatlons, and ‘the UN Council of Trusteeship, where the™:
imperlallsts also ruled, pave no help whatsoever to the'peoples-:
of thése territories. Trusteeshlp served as a.convenient séreen for
colonial plunderinp, .and it wag hecessatry for ‘the ‘peoples of these
territories to ‘wage & batﬁle fbr indepkndence, no’less difficult
than ‘the colofilal pedples!, fThis is paradoxical but a fact. Even
on this gquestion. ‘dus +2 the damirs snce of the 1mper1allsts, the '
Untted Nations became the weapon of ‘the CO_DrlallStS..=:‘ : o

: During 1960 the peoples of three - tiusitesship turfxtories .
- Eastern Cameroun, Togo, and Somali - secured the removal of inter-
"national wardship and achieved political independence. . The guestion
of the future fate of Western Cameroun - annexation to- Nigeria:or
reunification with the eastern part 'of Cameroun -- will-be decided
by means of a-referendum at the beginning of 1961. Tanganyika
in 1960 secured the right to establish its national govermment,
which must be considered as a first step to liberation from trustees
ship in the following year. In 2ll probability the trusteeship
will be removed even from Ruanda-Urundi. Thus, all prerequisites
are established for the complete removal of 1nternatlonal trustee-
sh1p frOm ‘Africa in 1961,

~The year 1960 will go down in history of the Afrlcan peoples?t
natlonal-llberatlon moverment as a year of decisive victory. The
vast -territories to the north of the equator, which .comprise more
than. two~thirds of the continent, were liberated fram the direct -
rule of the Buropean 1mper1allst powers. The first stage of national
revolution - the transition of state power from the colonialists:
to «the- lo¢al, national powers -- must be regarded in this part of
the contlnent as basically achieved, In the hands of the cOlonia- ‘
lists remained Algeria, lonb-sufferlno and drowned in blood, and.

a few small territories in the western part of Africa. In 1960 the
anti-imperialistic revolution spread even to the south of the equa-
tor.

The African peoples have had great success in their fight
against imperialism and colonialism. But 60 million Africans still
live under the conditions of the colonial regime, and the total
area of African colonies still exceeds the territory of all the
Buropean capitalistic states together. Under this colonial system
are Kenya, Fhodesia, Angola, Mozambique ~-- countries for whose
domination the imperialists will struggle with a special persistence.
Even these countries will triumph in a short time. The guarantee
of this is not only the inflexible will of the African pemples, but
also the effective help of all progressive mankind.
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The rais;ng of the question by the Soviet delevation at the
XV Session of the UN General Assembly played a great role in the
mobllization of ‘the progressive forces of the. wqud for the fight
for final liqu;datlon of colonialism., "It is urgently necessary
to. grant ‘cémplete 1ndependence and freedom in the establishment of
their own natlonal states to-all colonial countrlea, trusteeships,
and other non-self-governlng territories in aecordance with the ex-
pressed. will and desire of their peoples; Colonial rule, colonial
adminlstratlon, in all igs forhs must be completeély. abolished in
order to give to the peOples of such territories the possibility of
deflnlng themselves their fate and forms of state rule," .. such
is the ma;or reqpest of the Soviet declaratidn on. grantlng 1nde-
pendénce to the colonial countries and peoples.. -

. The days of coloniallsm in its old forms are numbered. The
direct politlcal rule of the imperialist powers in Africa is approach-
ing its end.” Polltlcal independence will soon be:achieved by all .
Afrlcan countries.. But fpolitical independence by itself," as
Pres1dent of the Republlc of Guinea Sekou Toure -said at the U
Session of the UN General Assembly, "does not at all mean complete
national freedom. Of course it signifies a decisive and: 1mportaat
stage. Nevertheless, we must admit that national -independence ine
cludes not. only polltical freedom, but mainly, complete economlc
freedom.;, .

The achlevement of state power does not resolve all the prob-
lembs of national revolution. This is only the beginning, the first
stage. It further remains for the African peoples, using their own
‘national state. system, to work out many complicated problems in -
order flnaliy to. do. .away. with the remains of colonialism, and to -
develop the. national economy and national culture. -The achievement
_of political self-government is the most important prerequisite

for the solution of .all other problems of national.revolution. And
in this sense, 1960. having brought political independence to-16 -
African countries, appegrs in the history of Afrlca as a slﬂnlflcant
year. Ct e ‘ : :
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